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Term 1 Week 9 

Mayilema 
Speargrass, goose egg and knockem’ down season 

“The flowering of Mayilema (speargrass) signifies the start of Biyinba (goose egg) collection on the 
floodplains. As the speargrass heads turn brown, the eggs hatch, marking the end of goose egg season. 
Knockem’ down storms knock the speargrass over and mark the end of the Wet Season. 
Flatback Turtle are laying eggs. On the Easter full moon turtle eggs are collected. Only a few eggs are 
taken from each nest. 
After the late rains we await the first signs of Birrdibirripba (dragonflies) who announce the Dry Season is 
here. 
Damibila (Barramundi) move downstream from the floodplains to the sea water. Salmon are plentiful and 
are caught at the mouth of estuaries. Many saltwater fish have roe and Red Claw yabbies are plentiful.                              
From Gulumoerrgin Seasons - http://www.larrakia.csiro.au 
From the Principal…  
You may have heard your child speak about having a growth mindset and wondered what they 
meant. At school we encourage students to be open to new learning, have faith in their ability 
to learn, even when it is hard, and to never give up. 
The following brief explanation comes from the work of Carol Dweck who first introduced 
Mindsets and their impact on learning. 
What is Mindset? (mindsetonline.com) 

Mindset explains:  
 Why brains and talent don’t always bring success 
 How they can sometimes stand in the way of success 
 Why praising brains and talent doesn’t foster self-

esteem and accomplishment, but jeopardizes them 
 How teaching a simple idea about the brain raises 

grades and productivity 
 What all great CEOs, parents, teachers and athletes know 

 
In a fixed mindset, people believe their basic qualities, like their intelligence or talent, are 
simply fixed traits. They spend their time using their intelligence or talent as reasons for their 
limitations instead of developing them. They also believe that talent alone creates success—
without effort. They’re wrong. 
 
In a growth mindset, people believe that their most basic abilities can be developed through 
dedication and hard work—brains and talent are just the starting point. This view creates a 
love of learning and a resilience that is essential for great accomplishment. Virtually all 
successful people have had these qualities. 
 
Teaching a growth mindset creates motivation and productivity in the worlds of business, 
education, and sports. It enhances relationships. I will explain further over the next few weeks 
but for now, start fostering mindsets by thinking of the way you give praise. Rather than, “You 
are so clever” use “You really worked hard to get that done, you just didn’t give up”. That is, 
praise the effort put in rather than their intelligence or talent. Children will then know that it is 
the effort and risk taking that is valued and they will become more likely to persist in their 
challenges. 
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Defibrillator at School 

We now have a defibrillator on the wall outside the school 
office. All staff have been trained in the use of a defibrillator 
and though we hope we never have to use our training or the 
defibrillator, cardiac arrest does happen in our community 
within both the adult and child population. Survival rates 
climb to around 70% if the defibrillator is applied in the first 
minutes after cardiac arrest. 
 
When we purchased one for school use, we were drawn to 
the St John NT “Public Access Defibrillator Program” and so 
we decided that ours would be placed in a public place for 
use by anyone who needs it. This place will be soon 
registered for access. 
See https://www.stjohnnt.org.au/shop/pad/index for more 
info  
 

Vacation Care 
We will have Vacation Care available at school during 
the coming one week break. It will be from Monday15th 
April to Thursday 18th April. (Friday is Good Friday). 
Enrolments are now open.  Please contact 
spps.oshc@ntschools.net or drop in to the school office 
for an enrolment pack. 

 

https://www.stjohnnt.org.au/shop/pad/index
mailto:spps.oshc@ntschools.net


Parent Meetings 
On Tuesday April 9th we will hold our parent meetings.  Most will begin around 3pm and 
continue until between 7pm and 7:30pm.  There will be differences in the times that are 
available for each class teacher so a letter will be sent out shortly advising you of the times 
and how to book appointments.  These will again be booked 
online. 
Parent meetings are an important part of your child’s 
learning.  This is a time for you to celebrate their successes 
and bring up any concerns with your child’s teacher.  This is 
a perfect opportunity for you to interact with child’s learning 
showing them the value you place in their education.   

 
 

Road Closures 
We have been informed by the Darwin City Council that work will soon begin on upgrading the 
size of the stormwater pipes under Nudl and Verberg streets. This may begin as early as this 
Friday, 29th March, depending on the weather. 
The map below shows that during this time part of Nudl Street will be closed so you may need 
to plan a different route to school. This will happen from 13th April. (holiday week) 
Parking will also be very difficult as many spaces on Nudl and all spaces on Verberg will not be 
available for use. 
We will put together some suggestions for families during this time and get them to you soon. 

 



Preschool Easter Raffle 
Thank you to all the families who have already 
purchased tickets or donated Easter goods.   
This year we are raising funds to purchase new 
outdoor climbing and balancing equipment for gross 
motor play.  You can still support the raffle in 2 ways:  

 
- by donating Easter goods (eggs, tableware, 

small gifts) to make up the Easter baskets,  
- and by purchasing a ticket or 6.  

Tickets are still available in the school office. 
The raffle will be drawn on THURSDAY the 11th 
of April . 

 
Thanks for your support! 
Preschool Team 

  
  

 
 

Marathon for Kids 
Many children have signed up to do the Marathon for Kids 
challenge. This is our second year at this and much of the 
running will happen here at school in Term Two. Children will 
run 41 kilometres, at school, home, and in the playground and 
will complete their final leg of the Marathon at either the 2019 
ConocoPhillips NT City2Surf on 2nd June or at our school. 
 
NOTE TO PARENTS: Registration for your child for the 
1.195km at the NT City2Surf is organised through the school. 
Independent entries for other family members can be 
processed online at www.ntcity2surf.com.au where you will 
also find all race day information. 
We hope to see both you and your child on race day, June 2nd, ready to run, walk, jump or 
hop your way through the various distances!  

 
Parent Contribution 

Thank you to all the parents who have made their Parent Contribution this year. This 
Contribution is $150 for primary school and $60 a term for preschool. It allows us to provide so 
much more by way of playground facilities, excursions, sports resources, IT and more. 
 

Crossings 
Please stay aware of children at our crossings. Sometimes they don’t look and so we have to 
be prepared. Take the extra time and care to keep our kids safe.  
 

http://www.ntcity2surf.com.au/


Captain’s Blog – Harmony Day 
We congratulate everyone who participated in the 
Harmony Day assembly, especially our talented 
performers including; the Junior and Senior Choir, 
Greek dancers, Year 5 Kenny (Indonesian 
dancers), The Hatch family, the New Zealand 
dancers and the Chung Wah Chinese Lions.  
Apart from the stormy weather, it was a fun and 
eventful assembly. We thank all the parents/ 
guardians for taking part in our ceremony.  

 
Written by Lachie Brown, Nicoletta Cotis, Matthew Maduro, Nomiki Redwood.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Transition Excursion to Woolworths 
Last week the Transition classes went on an adventure to Woolworths in Nightcliff. This 

was part of their Health unit. Children have been learning about ‘always’ and ‘sometimes’ 

foods. During the term we discovered that fruit has seeds and vegetables 

don’t. At Woolworths, the children were able to see all types of different 

fruit and vegetables and even got to sample some. They were taken behind 

the scenes and saw where they sort the fruit and vegetables, experienced 

the super cold freezer and rolled some dough in the bakery. It was a lot of 

fun and brought what we have learnt this term to life.  

- Mrs. Crompton 

 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
DATE DAY EVENT 

9th April Tuesday Parent Teacher Meetings 
12th April Friday Last day of Term 1 

15th-22nd April Monday-Monday Mid Semester break 
19th-22nd April Friday – Monday Easter 

23rd  April Tuesday First day of Term 2 
24th April Wednesday ANZAC Day assembly 
25th April Thursday ANZAC Day 
6th May Monday May Day holiday 

10th June Monday Queens Birthday holiday 
28th June Friday Last day of Term 2 
23rd July Tuesday First day of Term 3 

 
 



Entertainment Book 2019/2020 
Stuart Park Primary is selling The Entertainment Book again this year.  The book is filled with 
some great savings for families in Darwin, interstate and now also in Bali. This year the Darwin 
Entertainment Book will be available in digital format only but your subscription can be shared 
on multiple devices. Attached is the flip book so that you can check out what is on offer:  
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/941858/ 

 

 
 

Stuart Park Primary School is fundraising with 
Entertainment!   
 
Your support really helps our School, so we’re thrilled to let you know about 
special bonus Early Bird Entertainment Membership Offers for loyal supporters.  
 
Pre-order the NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership and receive 
bonus offers you can use right away! 
 

 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/91s6057 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

 
Stuart Park Primary School 

Bill Grealy 
08 89977333 

stuartpark.school@ntschools.net 
 

 
 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/941858/
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/91s6057
mailto:stuartpark.school@ntschools.net


The following advertisements are not necessarily endorsed by the school. 
 

OTTWAYS TAE KWON DO AND SELF DEFENCE 
Classes are held at Stuart Park Primary School on the following nights 
… 

All ages                Tuesday 6.30 to 8 pm 
All ages         Thursday 6.30 to 8 pm 

Come and enjoy martial arts with a qualified instructor for 
self-defence, fitness and fun.  Contact Peter on 
0427991394.  Come and Try.  First two lessons free.  
 

 
                 
 

  Interested in playing Basketball in the            
upcoming season? Ansett Basketball Club is looking 

for Under 10 and 12 Girls for the new season.    
Contact us at ansett.basketballl@hotmail.com  

Online registrations through the DBA website open in 
April - DBA website 

mailto:ansett.basketballl@hotmail.com
http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=1-166-0-0-0&a=COMPS


 
  
 



THE DARWIN CRICKET CLUB 
Wants you for u9’s & u11’s Cricket 
 
Training each Wednesday afternoon at Kahlin Oval commencing on 
Wednesday 27th March 4.30 to 6.00pm. 
 
Games/season commence on Saturday 27th April 2019. 
 
Come and join the best family club in the Territory!  
 
Sports vouchers welcome. $180 includes fees, registration, game polo 
top and floppy hat (runs for 16 weeks). 
 
Call Rob Hall on 0428 131 222. 

 
For kids aged 5-7 they can also join the Darwin Cricket Club for Junior Blasters 
($100 incls kit) – you will need to put in postcode 0820 and select Darwin Cricket 

Club 
 

https://playcricket.com.au/junior/cricketblast-juniorblasters 
 

For kids aged 7-10 they can also join the Darwin Cricket Club for Masters 
Blasters ($100 incls kit) – you will need to put in postcode 0820 and select Darwin 

Cricket Club 
 

https://playcricket.com.au/junior/cricketblast-masterblasters 
 

If you are a Mum or Dad cricket enthusiast, that would like to help Coach 
the U9s and U11s, we need you too!  

 

https://playcricket.com.au/junior/cricketblast-juniorblasters
https://playcricket.com.au/junior/cricketblast-masterblasters

