
 
March 4, 2020 

Term 1 Week 6 

DALAY- MONSOON SEASON 
Dalay is the Monsoon Season and usually runs during January and February. The monsoon replenishes a 
dry thirsty land. Water gushes from rivers and creeks and floodplains are buried under lakes of water. The 
water disperses seeds and new plants are sprouting. Manmanma (cyclones) seem more frequent and are a 
sign of a troubled planet. 
Saltwater crocodiles are laying their eggs. Barramundi are multiplying upstream on the floodplains. Bush 
current is fruiting now. They are very sweet and a favourite of children. Big Red Apple and Pink Wild Apple 
are fruiting. 
The Red Dye Plant is fruiting. It is used to dye natural fibres such as Biyarmarrma (Pandanus) and 
Gwilirrimba (Sand Palm) to make Denela (string bags) and Malarramamba (Pandanus mats). 
 

 

From the Principal…    

Homework at our school 
Several years ago there were questions about what Homework should look like and why do we 
do it. At Stuart Park School we researched effective approaches to Homework and came up 
with the following: 
Transition to Year 4 – no set regular written work but there is reading and learning work such as 
spelling words, sounds, letters, maths tables. 
Years 5 and 6 - Written work that follows work being done in class and checks for 
understanding and learning work.  
When deciding on this approach we used quite a bit of the research work of John Hattie. Hattie 
has ranked many of the things schools and teachers do to promote student learning. He did this 
through many thousands of studies. Homework ranked 88th, quite low, in its effect on student 
learning.  
We know it can cause grief at home and 
school and now we know that its impact on 
improving learning outcomes is not great. 
The studies do show that impact does 
increase as the year levels get higher so 
preparing our students for increased 
homework in middle school the high school 
is a good idea. 
There are a lot of interventions that schools 
can make that enhance student learning. 
The challenge is to concentrate on those 
that make the biggest difference. 

 
Pupil Free Day –this Friday, March 6th  

This Friday will be a Professional Development Day for 
all teachers from Preschool to Year 6. The school 
(primary and preschool) will be closed for the day so 
students will not attend. For primary school children we 
will have care available with our after school care 
service on the day. If your child usually goes to after 
school care then they can stay on after 2:30pm until you 
pick them up at the regular time. 
 

If you wish to book your child into care for the day, please call the school (89977333) or email 
(Stuartpark.school@ntschools.net). We ask for $25 for the day and this is not covered by the 
Child Care Benefit so will need to be paid direct to the school by tomorrow noon.  

Nudl Street 
STUART PARK   NT   0820 
PO Box 37421 
WINNELLIE   NT    0821 
Telephone:   (08) 89 977333 
Email: stuartpark.school@ntschools.net 

mailto:Stuartpark.school@ntschools.net
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https://www.kidspot.com.au/school/primary/homework&psig=AOvVaw0wYnH9AecFZHAF0tqeNw2u&ust=1583382614090000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCOtqf-_-cCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


New Bus Service for Woolner Families 
Starting Monday, 9th March, the bus that links Stuart Park 
Primary School with Bayview will also travel through 
Woolner. It will pick up students along Chong Wee 
Avenue.  This bus is only for Stuart Park Primary students, 
there is no cost and all of our students may get on in the 
morning and afternoon. It would be helpful if you let us 
know when your child will be on this bus as we can help to 
make sure it happens at our end. 
 
The bus will leave Defence Establishment Berrimah at 
7:25am and arrive at Stuart Park Primary at 8:00am. It 
should be in Chong Wee Avenue around 7:40am but you should be there early until you work 
out just what time it will pass through. 
I have a map that can be sent to you on request.  
  

School Council 2020 
On Monday this week, at our Annual General Meeting, we elected the School Council for 2020. 
Here they are: 

Chairperson: Mary Linnell 
Treasurer:  Andrew Baylis  
Secretary: Lauren Warthold 
Parent Council members:  Nicole McNaughton, Sharyn Bury, Kate 
Cucchiaro, Sarah Neal, Max Al Ibrahim, Greg Connors 
We all look forward to a great year working together for our school 
community. 

 

Harmony Day Assembly – Friday, March 20th 

Harmony Day is a special time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and the successful 
integration of migrants into our community. As a school it is important to highlight the 
importance of being inclusive, respectful and sharing a sense of belonging, regardless of our 
cultural or linguistic background. 

Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Week. Traditionally, 
orange signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. It 
also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual 
respect.  

On Friday 20th March (week 8), Stuart Park will celebrate Harmony Day 
with a special whole school assembly starting at 8:30am in the assembly 
area. We hope to see you there! 

 
No Assembly this week – Pupil Free day! 

 

This Friday is a Pupil Free Day so there will be no assembly. House Captain badges will be 
presented at the UP assembly in week 7, 13th March. Principal’s Awards will be given out at the 
Harmony Day assembly on March 20th. 
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Lisa K Effective Reading Session for parents 

Since 2018, Lisa Keskinen has worked with our teachers on strategies to improve reading and 
writing across our school. Over time we have seen improvement and greater student 
engagement as a result of adopting her teaching strategies. Lisa K will once again work with our 
teacher this term and will also conduct a parent information session.   
This session will be informative and engaging and I hope to see you there.  
Please notify the front office if you are attending.   

 



 
 

 
School Stream App 

We seem to have now caught up approving your 
requests to join our School Steam app. This 
process is important as the app is not available to 
those outside the school community. 
 
We will soon move to School Stream so please 
download it if you have not already done so. 
Notifications have probably started to pop up. 
Remember that you can limit these so you just get 
them for your child’s year level and when the 
information is relevant to all (e.g. newsletter).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL DENTIST will be at Stuart Park Primary School 

The week of March 23rd (week 9) 
Call 89226466 for appointments 

 

CALENDAR 

DATE DAY EVENT 

6th March Friday Pupil Free Day 

20th March Friday Harmony Day Assembly 

7th April Tuesday Parent Teacher Meetings 

9th April Thursday Last day of Term 1 

10th April Friday Good Friday 

20th April Monday First day of Term 2 
 
 
 

 
Cash for Cans 

We are still collecting cans and other containers that attract 
the 10c refund. (no bottles please). Keep sending them in 
as the Cash For Cans Team is keen to get them recycled.  
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OTTWAYS TAE KWON DO AND SELF DEFENCE 

Classes are held at Stuart Park Primary School on the following nights 
… 

All ages                Tuesday 6.30 to 8 pm 
All ages         Thursday 6.30 to 8 pm 

Come and enjoy martial arts with a qualified instructor for 
self-defence, fitness and fun.  Contact Peter on 
0427991394.  Come and Try.  First two lessons free.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 



 
 

 
 


