
 
 

February 3, 2021 

Term 1 Week 1 

From the Principal… 
Welcome back to all our returning families and a warm welcome to our new families. We had a 
lovely, calm start to the school year. It was great to get into classrooms and hear many great 
stories about what the students got up to during the holidays. I have enjoyed meeting and 
chatting with so many of you and thank you for making me feel so welcome.  
 
I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself as Acting Principal for 
Semester 1. My name is Bianca Hyke and I have had the privilege of working 
in a variety of educational settings teaching, mentoring and leading. I moved 
to Stuart Park in 2009 and since then have had the opportunity to teach in 
Early Childhood, lead the Early Childhood and Upper Primary teams as senior 
teacher until 2017 when I became Assistant Principal.  
I am a passionate educator who believes building strong relationships and 
working as a team to be the foundations to success. As educators we play a 
pivotal role in shaping our future generation. In order to do so it is important 
that we foster a love of learning. I believe open communication is vital and I look forward to 
meeting you over the coming weeks. Take comfort in knowing that your child is in a good place 
here at Stuart Park. 
 
Over the next few weeks all classes will work on building a solid classroom culture. This 
includes becoming familiarised with our Tribes Agreements and Good Learner Traits, as well as 
setting the foundations to many of our programs. I will provide more information on the great 
programs and approaches throughout the next few weeks.  

Introducing the Leadership Team 
‘It takes a village to raise a child.’ This is true for us here at Stuart Park and our leadership team 
play an important part in supporting our students.  
 

Assistant Principal – Leisha Crompton 
Leisha Crompton has been a part of the senior staff team for a number of years. 
First as the Early Childhood Senior Teacher and for the last couple of years as the 
Assistant Principal. Leisha has worked at Stuart Park Primary School since 2002 
and has thoroughly enjoyed every minute. She has taught in Year One to Year 
Four and loves watching children grow in confidence and develop their passion for 
learning as they move through their learning journey. 
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Assistant Principal – Sylvia Siskamanis  
We are pleased to welcome Sylvia Siskamanis to our senior staff team to fill the 
position of Assistant Principal. Sylvia has been teaching at Stuart Park School 
since 2001. Her most recent teaching role has been as our upper primary 
Science Specialist where she has made things explode, pop and disappear right 
before our very eyes.  Sylvia has been certified as a Highly Accomplished 
Teacher (HALT) by the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership 
in 2018 and we are excited to have her step up into her new role in the school. 

 
 

Senior Teacher Early Childhood – Kayla Hite 
 Kayla was born and raised in a tiny country town in Tasmania where she 
completed a Bachelor of Education Degree and began her teaching career. 
Darwin has been home for Kayla and her fiancé James and for 6 ½ years. Kayla 
enjoys camping in the dry season and exploring the Northern Territory.  
Over the last 4 years, Kayla has taught at Nigthcliff Primary School in Early 
Childhood and in many different leadership roles. Her passion for teaching is in 
the early years and in 2016 she completed a specialisation degree in Early 

Childhood. Kayla is thrilled to be here at Stuart Park Primary School and she looks forward to 
meeting the wider school community. 
 

Senior Teacher Middle/Upper Primary – Katrina Slidders  
Katrina Slidders has a Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Education from 
RMIT University in Victoria. Her career, spanning over 17 years so far, has seen 
her undertake many roles within teaching; classroom teacher, Preschool 
teacher, Physical Education teacher, Curriculum Team NT Department of 
Education and Senior Teacher of Early Childhood. Katrina believes laying the 
foundations to learning is essential for all children to achieve their full potential. 
Katrina’s personal interests include sport, travel, and going to the theatre. Some 

life highlights include traveling within Australia, seeing Australia win a Netball World 
Championship, going to the Melbourne Cup and watching a show on Broadway. 
 
 
 

 
 
At Stuart Park we follow the seasons of the Top End as described by the Larrakia people, the 
original owners of the land on which we live. These are the Gulumoerrgin Seasons and you can 
find them described in more detail at http://csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Land- 
management/Indigenous/Indigenous-calendars/Gulumoerrgin or just Google Gulumoerrgin. 
 
In the Top End we do not have the well-known four seasons 
that most people refer to but, you will find that we do have 
some very identifiable seasons throughout the year that relate 
to climate as well as changes in the environment and we 
follow them as best we can, trying to identify times as seasons 
change. 
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Thanks School Council! 

We started our school year with the arrival of some magnificent flowers sent 
by our School Council for our school, after school care and canteen staff to 
welcome us back. Thank you, what a lovely surprise on our first day back!  

 
 
 

Whole School Assembly 
This Friday, 5th February, we will have our very first whole school assembly. Parents are most 
welcome to attend. If you do, you will have to Check In. See below. 
 
Territory Check In 
Every time you come into our school and stay for 15 minutes or more, you must check in. 
This check in can happen in two ways 

- Use the Territory Check In App - You can download the Territory Check In App from the 

App Store or Google Play. This App will also work at many businesses in the Territory. 

- Sign in manually 

We will need you to fill in your first name, last name, a 

reliable contact (phone, email, address) and the time 

you entered. 

This will apply to anyone who enters the school: 
- And waits with their child for more than 15 minutes 

- Comes along to a school function such as assembly 

- Comes to school to do some work 

If you want further information on the QR Codes or sign in requirements, contact our school 
office and we will send you a FAQs sheet. 
 
Our assembly schedule will look a little different this year as we will have a combination 
of live and pre-recorded assemblies. We will include a timetable of assemblies and 
special events in next week’s newsletter.  

 
Drop Off and Pick Up 

If your child is in a younger class you will probably want to park and walk 
them in. Parking can be tricky so please consider others when you park 
your car. If you don’t need to walk in with your child, then the drive 
through off Nudl Street is a safe drop off point. Pull up, say goodbye 
then drive off. 
In the afternoon, if you are just picking up, ask your child to wait outside 
the canteen and then don’t come until after 2:45pm. They will be with 
friends and they have a good time. The buses have gone from the drive 
through by 2:45pm and so it all gets so much easier 

 

 
What to do if your child will be absent 

Please call or email the school office if your child will be late 
or absent from school or preschool (89977333). We follow up 
all absences so your call certainly saves us a lot of time. 
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Parent Contributions 
We ask families to make a contribution of $150 per primary school child each year and $60 per 
term in preschool. This goes towards supplying your child with all the stationery they need; 
ensuring there are teaching and learning resources that enhance student experiences; 
providing opportunities for excursions; improving the school facilities such as the playground. 
While the contribution is voluntary, we do hope that families will see the great benefit to the 
school when families decide to support us. 
We never withdraw any service should you choose not to make the contribution. 
 

NT Government Back to School Vouchers 
We have a Northern Territory Government Back to School Voucher for each child here at the 
office. Parents and carers can use this $150 towards uniforms, camps and music instruction 
and it must be used in the first term.  
 

Sports Vouchers are now available online  
Apply for your child’s Sports Voucher online at: 

www.sportvoucher.nt.gov.au 

The Sport Voucher Scheme is available to every school-enrolled child from 
preschool to year 12 and home-schooled children. Children living in an 

urban area are eligible to receive two $100 sport vouchers each year, one 
in January and one in July, for sport, recreation and cultural activities. 

Parents or carers need to apply for vouchers online each semester.  All 
vouchers expire on 31 May each year. 

 
Avoiding Infection 

Now that we are all back together again, the opportunities to spread 
infections will always be here. Practising good hand and sneeze/cough 
hygiene is the best defence. We encourage all children to:  

• wash their hands often with soap and water before and after 
eating as well as after attending the toilet;  

• avoid contact with others by keeping children home if they are 
unwell; and  

• cough and sneeze into their elbow. 
 

 
NT Music School – Lessons resume next week 

New and continuing students will begin their first lessons with the NT 
Music School on Wednesday of week 2. They need to bring their 
instruments to school on this day. Parents have also been informed by 
the NT Music School personally.  

 
 

SCHOOL DENTIST will be at Stuart Park Primary 
School during the month of February  

Call 89226466 for appointments.   
 
 

https://nt.gov.au/leisure/sport/sport-and-swim-vouchers/sport-voucher-scheme-urban/get-sport-vouchers-for-your-child


 

Schoolstream App 
We would like everyone to have this 
communication App on their phone as it will 
become our main method of 
communication with you as the term goes 
on. 

1. Go to the App Store and download 
School Stream 

2. Open the App and type in Stuart Park 
Primary to load the school’s profile. 

3. You will need to wait until your request 
to join is approved. 

 
We have received many requests to join 
School Stream over the past week. Please 
be patient as we need to approve every 
request and we have many to get through. 
There is no hurry. We will keep sending 
information through email until we catch up 
with your requests. 
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OTTWAYS TAE KWON DO AND SELF DEFENCE 
Classes are held at Stuart Park Primary School on the following nights 
… 

All ages                Tuesday 6.30 to 8 pm 
All ages         Thursday 6.30 to 8 pm 

Come and enjoy martial arts with a qualified instructor for 
self-defence, fitness and fun.  Contact Peter on 
0427991394.  Come and Try.  First two lessons free.  
 



 
 

 
 



 


