
From the Principal...

Professional Learning – Science of Reading

Last week on our pupil free day, all teaching staff participated 
in a full day of professional learning with Sophie Hawke, our 
consultant from WA, focusing on the Science of Reading. This 
learning deepened our collective understanding of how children 
learn to read, grounded in cognitive science and what we know 
about how the brain processes language.

A key feature of the day was the exploration of the Scarborough 
Reading Rope, a model that illustrates how skilled reading 
develops through the weaving together of multiple strands over 
time. These strands are grouped into two key areas:

•	 Word Recognition – including phonological awareness 
(hearing and manipulating sounds in words), decoding (using 
letter-sound knowledge to read words), and sight recognition of 
familiar words. These skills become increasingly automatic with 
practice.
•	 Language Comprehension – including background 
knowledge, vocabulary, language structures (such as grammar), 
verbal reasoning, and literacy knowledge. These strands enable 
students to make meaning from what they read.

As these strands become stronger and more interconnected, 
they form a ‘rope’ that leads to fluent, skilled reading. 
Importantly, the model reinforces that reading is not a natural 
process—it must be explicitly taught and systematically 
developed.
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From the Principal...

Professional Learning – Science of Reading (Cont’d)  
Throughout the day, the learning was infused with practical application, with teachers exploring what 
each strand looks like in the classroom and how explicit teaching supports student development 
across all areas.  In the afternoon, teachers engaged in collaborative planning sessions, reviewing their 
current programs to ensure strong alignment with these evidence-based approaches. This work is 
an important step in strengthening consistency and impact across our school, ultimately supporting 
improved outcomes for all students.

School Council Update

Congratulations to all our new and continuing members of our School Council. Our members are: 
Kylie Collins (Chairperson), Emma Delahunty (Secretary), Jimmy Kiploks (Treasurer), Danni Mattiazzo, 
Miriam Scapin, Emma Delahunty, Kate Hudson, Bronwyn Bruce, Samantha Snell, and Shannon Field. 

Our Teacher Representatives are Michelle Lobley, Alastair Marshall, Leisha Crompton/Sylvia Siskamanis 
(shared position), and Tanzil Rahman (invited member). Our School Council plays a vital role in 
shaping the direction of our school, and we encourage families to connect with Council members if 
you have ideas, feedback, or areas of interest you would like to see explored.

ANZAC Day Assembly

Our ANZAC Day Assembly will be held this Friday. Students have been busily creating wreaths, which 
will be laid at our school flag as part of the ceremony. Students are also welcome to bring flowers if 
they wish to contribute.  

I look forward to representing our school community at the ANZAC Dawn Service, along with our 
school Captains on Saturday morning. This is an important opportunity for us to reflect, remember, 
and honour the service and sacrifice of those who have served our country.

NTLC Student Leadership

On Monday, our NTLC students participated in their first forum alongside students from other 
schools, accompanied by Ms Jessie and Ms Kristi. This marks an exciting beginning to their leadership 
journey.
Students have begun developing their plan of action for the “Fairness Project,” and we look forward 
to sharing updates on their work in the coming weeks. It is wonderful to see our students engaging 
thoughtfully with issues of fairness and making a positive contribution to our school community.
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support.

Warm regards,

Maria Albion
Principal



ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY 2026

Acknowledgement of Country 

Introduction 

The Address

In Flanders Fields  By John McCrae - 1872-1918

Lest We Forget - Performed by the Stuart Park Primary School Choir

Laying of Flowers

The Ode of Remembrance 

The Last Post - Trumpeter – Reuben Bryett

One Minute of Silence in Remembrance

Rouse - Trumpeter – Reuben Bryett

Raising of the Flag 

National Anthem

The Story of the Red Poppy

Closing Address  



https://stuartparkps-nt.msp.photos/

School Photo Days
Tuesday, April 28 & Friday, May 1

https://stuartparkps-nt.msp.photos/

Year 6 
students should 
wear their Year 

6 shirt on Friday, 
May 1st for their 

class and 
graduation photo


https://stuartparkps-nt.msp.photos/





Sport Shirts!
Our order has arrived! 

All sizes are now available 
in the office!

The following advertisements are not necessarily endorsed by the school.

FREE  
Register 
today!

All abilities program
Designed for people with disability to explore a range of sports in a  
supportive and inclusive environment.

Programs including athletics, boccia, swimming, wheelchair basketball and 
more are available during NT school terms. 

Information

For program details, registration and session times:

  dpsc.nt.gov.au/ntsa

 ntsa.pathwaysservices@nt.gov.au 

Supported by

NORTHERN TERRITORY
SPORTS ACADEMY



Write and create a book and you could be  
the 2025 Young Territory Author of the Year!
The competition is open to all Territorians 18 years and under  
residing in the Territory at the time of entering a submission.
First prize - $500 
Variety NT Runner-up Award - $250 
School Entry prize - $500  
CBCA NT Wow Award - $200

Enter online, by mail, at any City of Darwin

Library or your local library.

To find out more, go to: darwin.nt.gov.au/ytaa  
or scan the QR code.

YOUNG TERRITORY 
AUTHOR AWARDS

SCAN ME

Thank you to our sponsors



OTWAYS TAE KWON DO AND SELF DEFENCE

Classes are held at Stuart Park Primary School on the following nights 
All ages	                Tuesday 6.30 to 8 pm
All ages 		        Thursday 6.30 to 8 pm
Come and enjoy martial arts with a qualified instructor for self-defence, 
fitness and fun.  Contact Peter on 0427991394.  

Come and Try.  First two lessons free. 


